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This article attempts to examine the Saghi Nameh
painting in terms of structure and content, and to
examine how the poems of Hafez’s Saghi Nameh
are visually translated. Therefore, the present
study seeks to answer these questions: What are
the visual and aesthetic values of Mina Sadri’s
Saghi Nameh painting? And what is the seman-
tic relationship between this painting and Hafez’s
Saghi Nameh?

This research is of fundamental research type in
terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical meth-
od in terms of method. The results of this research
indicate that the artist, following the aesthetic
traditions of ancient Iranian painting in depicting
mystical themes that are full of legal and mystical
signs, has created a work and tried to display the
truths contained in Hafez's Saghi Nameh poetry,
including attention to the true Saghi Nameh, that
is, God, the pursuit of ability through journey and
conduct, and the acquisition of spiritual degrees in
the three parts of Saghi Nameh, Mughni Nameh,
and Sufi Nameh. She has tried to display a new and
at the same time rooted expression by combining
mystical themes and concepts with Islamic and
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Quranic teachings and create a work that can be a
visual translation of Hafez’s Saghi Nameh.

By examining Mina Sadri’s Saghi Nameh painting
and in response to the first question, it should be
noted that the artist, paying attention to and fol-
lowing the visual traditions and aesthetics of an-
cient Iranian painting in depicting sublime mystical
themes, has tried to display the themes and points
of mysticism found in Hafez’s Saghi Nameh poems
with the language and expression of Iranian paint-
ing. Also, in response to the second question of the
research, it was concluded that the artist, consider-
ing selected verses from Hafez’s Saghi Nameh, or-
ganizes her painting in three parts: Saghi Nameh,
Mughni Nameh, and Sufi Nameh. Influenced by
the artistic school of Kamal al-Din Behzad, the
artist seeks to best bring to the fore the legal and
mystical concepts of mystical literature, and in par-
ticular, Hafez’s Saghi Nameh, in his painting.

» Keywords:

Saginameh, Hafez, visual translation, painting,
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» Extended Abstract

aghi Nameh is one of the subjects of mystical

literature that has a long history in Persian po-
etry. Saghi Nameh includes verses addressed to
the cupbearer and asking him for wine in order to
discover the secrets of the world and pay atten-
tion to the impermanence of the world and seize
the opportunity. In this type of poetry, Nezami
was an early pioneer, and Hafez, in his indepen-
dent Masnavi “Saghi Nameh”, as in his other mys-
tical poems, tried to display mystical teachings in
the form of addressing the cupbearer and asking
for the true wine from him. Divine love is one of
the main sources and spiritual reserves of Hafez's
poetry. For Hafez, poetry, love and romance are a
kind of artistic conduct and one of the greatest val-
ues. The subject of divine love is loving the eternal
beloved, that is, the Holy Essence of the Almighty.
His poetry is full of wisdom and spirituality, which
is often presented in the literary form of a ghazal,
because a ghazal is a kind of flirtation with the be-
loved, and the poet-artist describes this love in the
shortest verses, in a concise manner, and by using
metaphors and imagery.

In different periods, Iranian painters have rarely
used the Saghi Nameh as a motif for their works.
However, Iranian painting has deep roots in re-
ligious beliefs, and Sufism has been a subject of
Iranian painting that has become very popular
since the Timurid period. Painters such as Kamal
al-Din Behzad and in later periods Sultan Moham-

mad, Agha Mirak and others created paintings with
mystical themes and issues that, in their hidden
angles, also express the anthropological character-
istics and events of the artist’s era. Among them,
Kamal al-Din Behzad, who was himself a mystic
and follower of Nagshbandi Sufism, tried to dis-
play sublime themes and mystical behavior in his
works with a strong spiritual sense. Therefore, in
his works, we can see various types of symbolism
and metaphorical expression of mystical themes
in the form of shape and color, and this type of
use of language and mystical expression in the
form of painting works continued as a tradition
among his students and followers, leading to the
formation of the Kamal al-Din Behzad art school.
In contemporary times, artists, using this tradition
and sometimes with contemporary expression,
are attempting to visually translate deep mystical
themes. Among these artists, we can mention Dr.
Mina Sadri, whose diverse works demonstrate the
continuity of Kamal al-Din Behzad’s tradition in cre-
ating mystical themes.

Iranian painters have paid attention to mystical
themes and teachings in various periods, and al-
though depicting such spiritual themes was a diffi-
cult task, they tried to create works with symbolic
language and expression to be a visual translation
of such themes. In the contemporary period, art-
ists, following the ancient artistic traditions of
Iran, have also paid attention to mystical themes
and created works with symbolic expression. Mina
Sadri’s “Saghi Nameh Painting” is one such work.
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indicators or contextual positioning (e.g., hunting
vs. domestic scenes) provide plausible cues. The
zoomorphic repertoire includes not only hors-
es and ibex but also cattle (symbolizing fertility,
strength, and abundance), donkeys (associated
with poverty, toil, or humility), dogs (loyalty and
guardianship), and rabbits (weakness, lethargy, or
longevity)—all species indigenous to the moun-
tainous and riverine environments of Fanuj. Geo-
metric and abstract motifs include the circle (a
universal symbol of eternity, cyclical time, and the
cosmos) and the cruciform or cross-like sign (inter-
preted here as a life-giving force or an emblem of
aspiration and vital energy).

A particularly significant panel (Table 4 in the
original study) presents a composite tableau inte-
grating multiple species (ibex, rabbit, donkey, dog,
horses) and human actors in dynamic arrange-
ments suggestive of equestrian competitions,
hunting episodes, animal domestication rituals,
and collective social events. This compositional
complexity indicates that the Meskotan petro-
glyphs are not random accumulations of isolated
doodles but rather structured narrative assem-
blages that encode episodic memory, communal
identity, and possibly ceremonial performance.

Technologically, the petroglyphs were executed
using two primary techniques: direct percussion
(pecking) and linear incision (carving). The degree
of patination, differential weathering, and stylis-
tic variability across panels strongly suggests dia-
chronic production—i.e., the rock surfaces were
reused over multiple temporal horizons, possibly
from the Paleolithic through later prehistoric and
historical periods. Stylistic and technical heteroge-
neity further implies that multiple artisan groups
were responsible for the corpus. On one end of the
spectrum, certain motifs exhibit crude, schematic
execution, shallow peck marks, and poor anatom-
ical proportionality, which we interpret as ama-
teur productions by shepherds or hunters during
seasonal transhumance or leisure moments. On
the opposite end, several panels display profes-
sional-grade carving, refined proportions, dynamic
postures, and deep, well-controlled pecking—un-
mistakable evidence of specialized artisans pos-
sessing mastery of lithic engraving techniques. The
former likely represents individual expressive acts,
while the latter points to commissioned or ritual-
ized rock art production.

Research Article ///

Regarding the symbolic-cognitive dimensions,
our analysis reveals that the Meskotan petroglyphs
function as a visual semiotic system mediating be-
tween human agency, natural environment, and
supernatural beliefs. The predominance of hunting
and equestrian scenes aligns with a Paleolithic—
Early Neolithic subsistence logic in which hunting
was not merely economic but also a performative
display of masculine prowess, skill, and social dom-
inance. The act of engraving a successful hunt, a
tamed animal, or a warrior on horseback served as
a durable declaration of power, a mnemonic de-
vice for transmitting hunting knowledge, and pos-
sibly a magical or propitiatory act to ensure future
success. Geometric symbols such as the circle and
cross may reference solar, celestial, or chthonic
cosmologies, though their precise semantic range
remains open to interpretation given the absence
of direct indigenous exegesis from the period.

Ethnographic interviews with contemporary
local residents of Meskotan provided valuable
analogical insights: oral traditions still preserve
associative meanings linking the ibex to rain and
water sources, the horse to tribal honor, and the
cross motif to pre-Islamic or folk religious protec-
tive symbols. In conclusion, the Meskotan petro-
glyphs constitute a previously undocumented
rock art province in Iranian Balochistan of consid-
erable scholarly significance. The corpus reveals a
stratified iconographic tradition wherein animal,
human, and geometric motifs collectively encode
a worldview centered on martial valor, pastoral
economy, hunting ideology, and symbolic cosmol-
ogy. The coexistence of amateur and professionally
executed carvings suggests a socially inclusive yet
hierarchically differentiated production context.
While a definitive attribution to a specific ethnic
or linguistic group remains elusive, the material
culture and stylistic parallels tentatively point to
autochthonous agro-pastoral populations with
possible connections to wider Iranian and Central
Asian rock art traditions. Future research should
prioritize direct dating methods, expanded surveys
of adjacent valleys, and interdisciplinary collabora-
tion with indigenous knowledge holders to refine
the semiotic decoding of non-figurative signs.

» Keywords:
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» Extended Abstract

Rock art, as one of the earliest forms of human
visual expression, serves as a complex semiotic
reservoir encapsulating the cognitive frameworks,
sociocultural structures, ritual beliefs, and mytho-
logical worldviews of prehistoric and historic com-
munities. Despite Iran’s rich archaeological record,
the Balochistan region—particularly its rock art
traditions—has remained significantly underex-
plored compared to western and central Iranian
zones. This research gap is critical, as Balochistan’s
petroglyphs are not merely artistic artifacts but are
deeply embedded in the indigenous lifeways, eco-
logical adaptations, and symbolic systems of local
populations. The newly identified petroglyph com-
plex of Meskotan, located in Fanuj County (Sistan
and Balochestan Province), offers an unprecedent-
ed opportunity to address this lacuna. Situated
approximately 9 km from Meskotan village, 45 km
northeast of Fanuj city, and 180 km from Nikshahr,
this rock art site lies within a distinct geomorpho-
logical setting: the southern flank of the Dohollan
Mountains and the northern banks of the Mesko-
tan River. The present study aims to (1) systemat-
ically document and classify the Meskotan petro-
glyphs, (2) conduct a symbolic analysis to infer the
belief systems and sociocultural practices of the
region’s past inhabitants, and (3) address two fun-
damental research questions—first, which social
agents or artisans likely created these motifs, and
second, what relationships exist between the de-

picted imagery, the local climate, and the subsis-
tence strategies of the period.

Methodologically, this research adopts a de-
scriptive-analytical framework integrating inten-
sive field surveys, direct tracing and photographic
documentation, digital enhancement and vector-
ization using Adobe Photoshop, and comparative
symbolic analysis grounded in ethnographic anal-
ogy, oral traditions collected from local communi-
ties, and extant archaeological literature on Irani-
an and Central Asian rock art. A total of 39 clearly
distinguishable figural units were identified across
multiple rock panels. These were classified into
three principal thematic categories: anthropomor-
phic motifs, zoomorphic motifs, and geometric/
abstract symbols. Quantitative frequency analysis
reveals that the most dominant motif is the eques-
trian figure (horseman), accounting for the highest
percentage of depictions, followed sequentially by
caprine (wild goat) and equine (horse) representa-
tions. This hierarchical distribution is not arbitrary
but rather encodes specific cultural valuations: the
horseman consistently appears as a symbol of mar-
tial power, victory, and possibly elite status, while
the horse signifies speed, nobility, and courage,
and the wild goat (ibex) represents fertility, bless-
ing (barakat), and pastoral prosperity.

Among anthropomorphic depictions, we iden-
tified a notable typological variety: naked human
figures, mounted archers or lancers, bow-bearing
hunters, and combat scenes. Gender attribution
remains challenging except in cases where clothing
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red or blue skin, two horns on the forehead, tusk-
like teeth, bulging eyes, and wild, unkempt hair. In
emaki and ukiyo-e, Oni often appear in dramatic
scenes of punishment or confrontation but are also
shown in humorous or even pitiable roles. Unlike
Divs, who are consistently portrayed as irredeem-
ably evil, Oni can be portrayed as emotionally ex-
pressive or capable of change, suggesting a more
complex and ambiguous moral status. This ambiv-
alence illustrates the Japanese cultural tendency to
see good and evil not as rigid absolutes, but as fluid
states shaped by context and behavior.

The study also considers the possibility of shared
symbolic structures and visual archetypes despite
the absence of direct historical contact between
Iranian and Japanese artistic traditions. Both the
Div and the Oni occupy liminal spaces: they exist
between the human and non-human, the sacred
and the profane, the known and the unknown.
Their hybrid forms, exaggerated facial features,
and grotesque appearances function as symbol-
ic devices that visualize cultural fears and moral
transgression. While Iranian art emphasizes bina-
ry opposition—between good and evil, light and
darkness—Japanese art often embraces a more
cyclical and transformative worldview, in which
monstrous beings may find redemption or even
become protectors.

Through detailed comparison, this research
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highlights the visual strategies artists used to en-
code complex cosmological and ethical messag-
es. In Persian manuscripts, the Div reinforces the
divine legitimacy of kings and heroes by contrast,
while in Japanese scrolls and prints, the Oni often
dramatizes the consequences of greed, pride, or
immorality, offering both entertainment and moral
instruction. Though the stylistic conventions differ,
the underlying function of these figures as medi-
ators between myth and morality remains consis-
tent.

In conclusion, the comparative study of Divs and
Oni reveals how mythological creatures serve as
essential tools for articulating moral boundaries,
confronting collective anxieties, and reflecting cos-
mological order. While rooted in different religious,
artistic, and philosophical traditions, both figures
illustrate how cultures visualize the monstrous to
explore fundamental questions about human na-
ture, fear, evil, and the limits of social order. Their
continued presence in visual narratives across time
attests to the enduring power of myth and iconog-
raphy in shaping collective imagination and ethical
discourse.
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n the mythologies and folk traditions of Iran and
Japan, supernatural beings have long played
an essential role in embodying moral values, ex-
pressing spiritual beliefs, and representing cultural
anxieties. Among such beings, the Div in Persian
mythology and the Oni in Japanese folklore are
particularly notable for their long-standing symbol-
ic significance and distinctive visual characteristics.
Although they originate from vastly different reli-
gious and historical contexts, both the Div and the
Oni serve comparable functions as embodiments
of chaos, transgression, and moral opposition. This
study presents a comparative analysis of the Div
as represented in Persian painting from the Timu-
rid and Safavid periods and the Oni as depicted in
classical Japanese visual culture, including religious
sculpture, narrative scrolls (emaki), and woodblock
prints (ukiyo-e). The study aims to highlight both
the shared archetypal patterns and the culturally
specific features that shape each figure.

The research begins by tracing the mythological
foundations of the two figures. In Zoroastrian cos-
mology, Divs are malevolent beings aligned with
falsehood and disorder, directly opposing Ahura
Mazda, the supreme deity of wisdom and light.
They symbolize the anti-divine and anti-cosmic
forces that threaten spiritual and social order. In
the Islamic era, especially in the Shahnameh by
Ferdowsi, Divs become vivid literary characters:
monstrous and deceptive enemies of Persian he-

roes such as Rustam. They are symbolic of tyranny,
ignorance, and moral corruption, and their defeat
often represents the restoration of cosmic justice
and royal legitimacy.

In contrast, the Oni in Japanese tradition arises
from a combination of ancient animistic beliefs
and Buddhist teachings. Initially perceived as fear-
some creatures who punish the wicked in Buddhist
hells, Oni evolved into more diverse roles in folk-
lore and art. They are frequently associated with
boundary-breaking, liminality, and spiritual impu-
rity. However, Japanese tradition often attributes
ambivalent qualities to them. In some contexts,
Oni become protectors of sacred spaces, moral
enforcers, or even humorous characters in popu-
lar tales. This variability reflects a more fluid moral
framework, where spiritual transformation and re-
demption are recurring themes.

Visually, Divs in Persian art are depicted as gro-
tesque, hybrid beings that combine human and
animal traits. Artists of the Timurid and Safavid pe-
riods portrayed them with dark skin, large muscu-
lar bodies, sharp claws, horns, fangs, and wild hair.
Their eyes are often wide and menacing, and their
expressions exaggerated, highlighting their savage-
ry and lack of rationality. These images serve as al-
legories of spiritual deviance, inner corruption, and
social chaos. The grotesque anatomy of the Div be-
comes a visual metaphor for the inversion of divine
and moral order.

Japanese depictions of Oni, by contrast, show a
range of physical traits, but certain features recur:
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