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According to the excavations, Luristan region has
been inhabited for a long time. The evolution of time
and various natural events have enabled the evolution
of civilization in that region and its inhabitants have
made progress due to this evolution and gradually
created a more complete life by inventing and creat-
ing new tools and instruments. Early Iranian plateau
in the Zagros region, we can name the lithographs
of stone shelters in Luristan region such as Humi-
an, Mir Molasses and Dusheh Cave. Among them,
Dusheh Cave with lithographs that are about two
thousand years old, has been studied in this article.
Dusheh Cave is a historical and natural monument
located in the village of “Karshorab” in the “Chegni”
section of Luristan. Regarding Dusheh Cave, unfor-
tunately, despite the large number of images avail-
able, little research has been done and as a result,
resources for the present study are very limited. This
cave was first discovered by “Hamid Izadpanah”. He
took photographs of the lithographs of this cave and
in the first volume of his book entitled “Ancient and
historical monuments of Luristan” which was pub-
lished in July 1353, he described the lithographs of
this cave. On the flat walls of this cave are painted
about one hundred and ten black carvings. Most of
the cave motifs depict people fighting and hunting
and animals on the battlefield. In them, humans are
depicted on horseback or on foot, mostly shooting
and fighting. Animals such as horses, goats and wolf-
like animals are engraved on the walls of this cave.
Also, this cave has two inscriptions, which today is
half of an inscription that remains. Considering the
main purpose of this article, which was to explain the
formal features of the lithographs of Dusheh Cave,
the question is as follows: What are the visual char-
acteristics of the lithographs of Dusheh Cave? The
present study is qualitative in nature and will analyze
the data with a descriptive-analytical method and

collecting information from library sources. The re-
sults of this research show that the designs of Dusheh
cave have been drawn on the walls of the cave in an
abstract and narrative manner. In some of these mo-
tifs, we see depth and distortion of proportions. Also,
the color in all the works is black and no volume has
been done in the pictures. One of the main features
of the lithographs of Dusheh Cave is the narrative
aspect of the designs. In some scenes of Dusheh cave
motifs, especially the battlefield scene, the viewer
sees images in which a story of war, how to fight
and defend the attacked people can be seen. Another
motif is the role of the mountain goat, which has
been widely used in different periods, and in these
petroglyphs, they have been drawn in profile and in
a picture with a profile body and an all-red head. The
important point is that during the comments made,
most of these motifs have been destroyed today and
no trace of them remains except some images.
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