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In this article, one of the latest trends in the last 3 de-
cades in the study of narrative images is discussed un-
der the title of “visual narratology”. The intersection
of narrative theory with the history of art in order to
analyze the characteristics of narrative in static medi-
ums such as painting, highlights the need to create new
methods in the visual arts, regardless of the linguistic
theory of narrative. Indeed, Narrators in the long-stand-
ing linguistic tradition, citing two important features
of linguistic-visual narration: the repetition of certain
elements in the chronological order of events and the
causal and purposeful order of events, considered any
positive interpretation of the narrative impossible and
grounded in the negation of the narrative. Art histori-
ans, according to a positive approach and pointing to
the fundamental difference between linguistic and vi-
sual narrative, showed the mental role of the audience
in interpreting the narrative and also considering the
strengths of each, as linguistic narratives work better
in separate time layers (Continuous narratives /visual
narratives) are also more successful in combining time
layers (single / static narratives).

However, Linguistic and visual media differentiation
is a paradigm first introduced by Lessing in art history.
The Time-Based nature of Poetry in the sequence of
events and the Place-Based nature of Painting in the
simultaneous description of phenomena, still cause dis-
agreement among linguistic narratologists and art his-
torians in the narration of single images. furthermore,
the boundless expansion of narrative theory and the
emergence of common interdisciplinary domains in its
context have posed serious challenges for narratologists
in providing an accurate definition of narrative. in our
country, due to the multiplicity and novelty of interdis-
ciplinary trends in this field, the need for such research

is very important, especially to get acquainted with the
basics, provide research fields and accurate and scien-
tific explanation of related issues. The distinguishing
feature of the present study in comparison with other
activities that focus mainly on linguistic and time-based
narratives is the attention to the theory of non-linguistic
narratives, especially the method of narration in the vi-
sual medium. In This research tries to answer these two
questions in a descriptive- analytical way and collecting
documentary data, with the aim of examining the meth-
ods of representing the narrative time in single images
(paintings): Do images represent only a single moment
of an event? Compared to linguistic storytelling, does
visual storytelling lack the basic criteria of narrative? As
a result of the present study, focusing on the constituent
elements of narrative and applying the main criteria for
defining narrative in linguistic and visual media on a
study sample, secondly by proposing perceptual theo-
ries about time and motion in individual images, and
emphasizing visual language independence and viewer
role In the perceptual process, it shows that there is
no significant difference between the main criteria for
defining narrative, especially the element of “time” in
linguistic narrative and visual narrative. Thus, visual
works, by their very nature, represent the category of
event narrative time in a different way from linguistic
products

Keywords
Temporality, Visual Narratology, Anachrony, Still Im-
age.
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