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Every visual element placed in the proper context
has the capacity to become a symbolic sign and
restate a general, holistic, and even universal con-
cept. In literary illustration, visual signs are consid-
ered in two respects: some are borrowed from the
literary text while others are made from previous
cultural traditions or artistic creativity, meaning their
basis cannot be found in the documented source. Ac-
cordingly, the icon of Rostam in the Qajar Shahn-
ameh by Emad al-Kottab could be a great case study
since the visage of Rostam is illustrated in several
gatherings in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh from the well-
known stories to the little-known ones. Referring
back to the literary text, the miniature heritage of
past periods, and stylistic features of Qajar paint-
ings could be fruitful in discovering the general and
particular signs of the icon of Rostam. In this regard,
the research question was posed as following: Which
pictorial signs are more effective in recognizing the
figure of Rostam in the six Qajar miniatures in Emad
al-Kottab’s Shahnameh? The hypothesis was that
some pictorial signs taken from the literary text have
facilitated distinguishing him. The purpose was to
clarify the effectivity of pictorial signs in iconology
and call attention to the forlorn Emad al-Kottab’s
Shahnameh. This comparative-historical study ana-
lyzes six Qajar miniatures taken from about forty
pictures in Emad al-Kottab’s Shahnameh by com-
paring the pictorial signs of the icon of Rostam. The
data was collected through documentary research.
Moreover, the samples were selected Stratified ran-
domly in order to analyze the images that narrated
the stories which were popular among general public
in different levels in addition to depicting the visage
of Rostam in different occasions. The results of the
study showed that although the presence of all picto-
rial signs are effective in recognition of an icon and

"Tel: (+98-21) 88605014, Email: a.mafitabar@art.ac.ir

the improper absence of some affects the presence of
others, some pictorial signs are so influential in de-
fining the limits and boundaries of a picture that they
become symbolic and can independently represent
the whole picture and the absence of which disrupts
the recognition of the whole picture. This is to the
degree that even the assurance of several other signs
would remain ineffective to recover the loss caused
by their absence. In fact, it could be argued that some
pictorial signs effective in the recognition of Rostam
are inherited from the literary text of Shahnameh
despite their persistence in the Persian pictorial tra-
dition, for instance Babr-e Bayan which can be re-
trieved not only from Persian miniature tradition but
also from the documented source. However, other
examples such as middle-aged visage, long forked
beard, and most importantly horned Div helmet have
become the most significant pictorial signs in rec-
ognizing Rostam through their repetition in Persian
pictorial tradition in spite of the fact that there are no
equivalents for them in the literary text. This seems
in opposition with the first hypothesis and points out
the significance of the presence of pictorial signs in
the collective memory regardless of commitment or
non-commitment to the literary source.

Keywords
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