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During the Sasanian era, the knitting craft and also the
art of textile design had become very rich and well devel-
oped, but the textiles are not survived and are only discov-
erable by reliefs that are considered as profound artworks
of that time. Sasanian reliefs are the valuable legacies
which play an important role in validating the collected
documents by archaeological and historical studies. Pre-
senting a wide range of art, culture, political and religious
aspects of the Sasanian empire, all of these reliefs spotlight
the emperor and each one is engraved to represent a con-
cept or a true event. They focus on the emperor and royal
court members, therefore, we don’t know about the cloth-
ing of the major population of the society, nevertheless,
it is a certain way to discover the Sasanian patterns and
designs. About thirty four petroglyphs have been identified
in Iran, among which Tag-e Bostan, having been built in
the Sasanian period on the once- essential and high-traffic
Silk Road and containing some of the largest Sasanian
petroglyphs, is highly important. The petroglyphs provide
a vast landscape of Sasanian era subjects and motifs, en-
abling us to clearly see what motifs were common at the
time. Many of the motifs in these petroglyphs are depicted
on gold pieces and metal plates remained from the Sassa-
nid era. Many studies have been conducted on knitting in
the Sasanian period, because of the importance of knitting
for Sasanians of middle ages and its effect on the textile art
of the three ancient continents. They have used historical
texts and other artworks of the Sasanian period, and es-

pecially studied the clothing depicted in Tag-e Bostan. To

discover the textile design in the Sasanian era, this study
tries to answer the question: “How do the Sasanian textile
patterns and designs could be discovered by the study of
Tag-e Bostan’s reliefs based on principals of the traditional
Persian arts?” This study adopts a historical analysis meth-
od and tries to study seven reliefs from the Tag-e Bostan,
and rediscover the pattern and design of the usual textiles
from the Sasanian period based on principals of the tradi-
tional Persian arts. The results indicate that these reliefs
represent about twenty five textile designs and sixty five
evident patterns, which show the richness of these resourc-
es. Also, being similar to some silk fabrics survived from
the European churches, the patterns of Sasanian clothing
and the sophisticated representation of clothing details in
Tag-e Bostan’s reliefs show the importance of these reliefs
for a rediscovery of the knitting craft and textile design.
The results show that in addition to textiles without design
and pattern, other types are divided based on the imple-
mentation of main design, including: translational sym-
metry (vagirei (repeating), frame types), asymmetrical and
isolated (narrative) The frame-based textiles found in Tag-
e Bostan include gab-qabi (repeating frames), and kheshti
(brick-shaped), and their type is not clearly recognizable.
This concise category is based on the legacy of traditional
design which is illuminated by plant, animal, geometric,

human, still life, and composite patterns.
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“This article is extracted from the master’s thesis of first author, entitled: “Iconography of Sassanid textile patterns in
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