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The study and analysis of the paintings of the Great
Mongol Shahnama has often been done with empha-
sis on the literary text of the Shahnameh and related
narratives.In most of the studies and researches con-
ducted in this field,researchers, both domestic and
foreign,have paid less attention to the signs outside
the narration of Shahnama However, it seems that the
signs in the literary text of Ferdowsi’s Shahnama are
very different from the visual signs the Great Mon-
gol Shahnama in many cases.Because the text of Fer-
dowsi’s Shahnama is a text belonging to the Iranian
discourse and focusing on poetic language but the
Great Mongol Shahnama is a text centered on visual
language and belongs to the Mongol discourse,the
discourse that has been formed with the presence of
the Mongols in Iran And as a larger semiosphere,
two other semiosphere, namely the Iranian semio-
sphere and the Turkish-Mongol semiosphere,are
placed inside it.Therefore, it is thought that if the
reading of the paintings of the Great Mongol Shahn-
ama is based on the semiosphere of “Ilkhani Paint-
ing” And in analyzing the visual signs,pay attention
to the signs outside the narrative of Ferdowsi (Irani-
an semiosphere),means that the mythical signs and
Shamanistic beliefs related to the Turkish-Mongol
culture (Turkish-Mongol semiosphere); In this case,
perhaps very valuable and thought-provoking re-
sults will be available to researchers and audiences
in the field of Ilkhanid painting(Miniature) and so
new perspectives for future researchers emerge. In
this research,it is assumed that the biggest and origi-
nal semiosphere (Ilkhanid painting), the narrations
of Shahnama as “non- texts” are in the “text” of the

image with two ways: 1. it has taken the narration

directly from the Iranian semiosphere (Ferdowsi’s
Shahnama) and with the mechanism of intermedi-
ate translation, it has entered the images of Ilkhani’s
Shahnama. 2.The painter has indirectly incorporated
the narratives of Ferdowsi’s Shahnama into the pic-
torial signs of the Great Mongol Shahnama by pass-
ing them through the filter of Turkish-Mongolian
culture and by the mechanism of interdisciplinary
translation.The purpose of this study is to show the
relationship between “Yugh” ceremony — the funeral
customs of Turks and Mongols in conveying heroes
and famous leaders - with funeral customs pictures
in the Great Mongol Shahnama.This research has
been done in a descriptive-analytical way. And it
uses library studies.The aim of this study is funda-
mental and uses the methodology of semiotics and
the cultural semiotics approach of Yuri Lutman.The
main findings of the present study indicate that there
are significant indications of the Yugh ceremony as
well as the Yuggus - special performers of the Yugh
ceremony - in the four the funeral customs pictures
of the Great Mongol Shahnama.Thus,in one of the
paintings, the existence of two different and distinct
groups reminds of the possibility of the connection
between the two groups with two different happy and
sad parts of the ““Yugh” ceremony.these two gropus
are: People carrying musical instruments and Crying
people.And the existence of only one group of “cry-
ing and wailing people” in the other three paintings
suggests the possibility of a connection with the sec-

ond and sad part of the Yugh ceremony.

Keywords
Cultural Semiology, The Great Mongol Shahnama,
Ilkhanid Era, Mourning Customs, Yugh
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