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A Visual Study of the Position of Imam Ali (AS) in the Paintings of the Khy-
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The Battle of Khaybar is a recurring illustrated re-
ligious-historical narrative. This event is represented
in different forms of myth, epic, and narrative, which
included topics beyond its appearance, the cause of
continuity, and life of ideological values, beliefs,
and long-standing ethnic-religious feelings. In addi-
tion, there was the feeling of chivalry, heroism, and
endless victory of the right against the void in the
story. The artist of this art has recreated the story of
the Battle of Khaybar by considering the trend of
influence and spread of Shiite thought among Ira-
nians, which occurred and manifested twice after
mixing the ideology and method of Sufis and its re-
lated philosophy and mysticism. This article aimed
to analyze the visual composition of the position of
Imam Ali (PBUH) in the seven related books of the
Battle of Khaybar, such as Majma al-tavarikhTa-
varikh, Khavaran Name, Asar al-Muzaffar, Rawzat
as-safa’, Habib al-Siyar, and Qisas Al-Anbiya from
the Timurid to Safavid era. Therefore, the relat-
ed question of the research focused on the position
of Imam Ali (PBUH) in the seven related books of
the Battle of Khaybar, such as Majma al-Tavarikh,
Khavaran Name, Asar al-Muzaffar, Rawzat as-safa’,
Habib al-Siyar, and Qisas Al-Anbiya? This research
was qualitative, which employed a descriptive-ana-
lytical method. The required data were collected by
a library method, and the statistical population was
selected using the purposive method, which was the
seven related books of the Battle of Khaybar among
illustrated books of Timurid, Turkmen, and Safavid
periods. The findings revealed that objective and

implicit arrangements in the related books, as well
as their visual elements, narrative and mythological
effects, were used in the visual representation of the
Battle of Khaybar narrative. The main reason for
this representation could be the influence of differ-
ent degrees of Shiite interests and thoughts. Each
mentioned book depicted the inseparable connection
with their time with a sincere expression combined
with a display of the triumphant confrontation of the
front of right against the void in a miraculous state of
divine victory. In addition, the centrality of Imam Ali
(PBUH), the unique hero of the battlefield was pre-
served in all cases. The placement of the character
of Imam Ali (as) as the only hero of Khaybar could
be followed in the seven books with a worthy image
and gesture very similar to a strong warrior relying
on a supernatural force. In all seven cases, the visual
narrative focused on and stopped the moment when
Imam Ali (PBUH) opened the door of Khaybar. This
event is narrated as if the viewer remembers the ex-
traterrestrial human glory at the peak after turning
the gaze and reading the story of the Battle of Khay-
bar. The writer does not leave the audience after go-
ing through the turmoil and battlefield anxiety and
make them assured and believed under the shelter of
the unique power of the conqueror of Khaybar. With
this regard, the devotion and love for Imam Ali(P-
BUH), are expressed with a realistic representation
and sometimes with a symbolic expression by the
ruler and artist.
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